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PP: Tell me some exciting
news about Frisch & Co and what
you've taken away from it: an ob-
servation, advice or a lesson.

EJ: Penguin is doing a hard-
cover edition of Der Turm, and
we're doing a co-edition e-book.
It's called The Tower in English.
It comes out November 6th and
will be sold all over the world by
Penguin. [Ed: Frisch & Co first

One Question Interview with . ..
EJ van Lanen, Publisher, Frisch & Co

By Saskia Vogel

I think this shows that there are
different ways of getting your
books into English, there are dif-
ferent avenues to use to sell your
rights. In our case, this went from
Suhrkamp to Frisch & Co to Pen-
guin. I hope people see this as a
8ood model for doing that. That
it's possible for a small publisher
in Finland or Norway to translate
their own books into English as
an e-book to help it find its way
into a wider market. The l-ingll.‘h:

Frisch & Co. /&5 Van Lanen KICEE9 B5EE(E. [The
Guardian] @ [The Observer| ([CEBB/&E=NFE LI,

S[al, FE&E(CE Van Lanen KEEESSVL\WU TBIRZIBZITO

WTE FS2RY MMYRD TVWDEARDS A EROEEREARZ RS
LTnad &b FRLE.

= [Publishing Perspective Show
Daily] 10 H 8 H=

w EJ Van Lanen K&EH

language market feels much clos-

published Uwe Tellkamp's The
er than before. «

n English as an e-book.]

Tower i

Fe. A2FIVDOTSHIUBICEKDEELU TS oL T/\TOUv >0 (BE2HAR) T,

I{TE. Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing & Smashwords BMzJ)LI/NNTUwS >0 DTSy h T A4 — L& UTHREKX
FHRZFE D TLEIN. Bowker HOFEICELD & 2013 FICT A UDTHITESNIZ ISBN OF(S. HEREDEMYIA
N30 BRT. WILINTUYS OB 39 Hm. wILI/\TUvS > J(3BE 5 FR-IT 470%BEMUIEZESTY,
TERDEMRBEFREN S (FFEAEBAEINTESIZOILI/\ TV 2 JTIN, HRTRETDIEFEEONSI U
LTI\ TVYS 2 INEDHDDE. BIFRREOBBDLSTT,

ZAIRHR, BIILTNTVUYS2IDFaL—23>2FMEL. BHRICHREDS A2 >0%1TS Authoright &0
SN SEIOTvOI TP TEESINTUVE U, BEAERD Hayley Radford KK(%. LT/ T UwS > ODEE
DEFEEAENRTAUHERLIT TR HRTEREREND CEZLEATED, IRFTSvILOBRWMEREEVNESL
TDLOMERZERIEI D LDOREZHRBHLITVNDETITY, KOEEZEMIDIT—INHBDFET, RAYTEHM
Amazon ZiB U CTHREBODEEN L FENDRIDITIN. RAMZS—D LA 80%(F. IRAEFAUALTEILI/IN T U
ST EINEAA NUIZZSTY (BRAHITIRTE. K Amazon DA NS —S>F >0 URX MDD 25%HENZ)L T/
TJUw>0594 ML),

(BFRDEFHE(CHT BEEE]

BEEEI TS T v INILZRLICER LU TWD MR Yen Press D> FU> N THS Yen On B, BARD
SA M IRILOFEREIRICARIICEOE LE U,



http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/may/19/translated-ebooks-no-longer-foreign-publishers-pick-choose-best
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/may/19/translated-ebooks-no-longer-foreign-publishers-pick-choose-best
https://kdp.amazon.com/
https://www.smashwords.com/
http://authoright.com/

2006 FEICE. BADY > HZRREM L TWZT7 AU HDDERADHBWZTS A~ NILIEDWTHIZRAENITHON
FUEN ZOESENHDELDICHBZELERIT D EFHUWEHIENZLDTY, UFIGKFFI—28E
Borders DF v > R—2HHARDY > HOERICKEREEIZRZUE LA, Borders iBERLIES. 51 b ARILA
EDLDCTRAUPNTFZCRIFTANSNDOMNMEAKDS EZSNET, PAUATIFRTE. YA (W2 IT7HILE) N5
EBEN 20 RICBILAUTEREZRITTED. 54 NI OHHZERDIAD DN E SHRINDIHERD LD

SNLET.

HRTIZUA>ES—&IBo e

News

[ AN & =D < A DIF BB
OEEERRIEREE Y>> Y-
BR) (. SEE CERERILRE
e, TSTRIFEELD RAW,
IS FER—T, TS5 R,
{UT AT K—F R,
MLOZTEHA EBREIRS
N ASRRENSSELSTT.

w [Publishers Weekly] 8 A 25 H
ST SN TAERNEEHLA
DITOEE] GABRERE > Y
—OHhR) (CEAT25E

#LvrEeII—>x>3—
Waterside Production @ Neil
Gudovitz K&SEIDT v oI T
FTHBRWULERULER [H2Y
—JHRAEBEAE UTZRED
EIRERZARLTINZOA
IRA> ] EBO>TWELR. &
USKD . BERDBEFREDH W
(C THRDEEERERWITS]
EVWDSHFFRMNEFENTZDT.

[SBESISHEEANSDIF
wOSOEBLTWLWB I &EDcETL
z.

Self-help

A “Neat” Bestseller from Japan

or literary agent Neil Gudovitz of
F\Wnterside Productions, licensing
a Japanese self-help book to Eng-
lish-speaking markets, which is extreme-
ly rare, requires “not only the right book
but also the right sort of U.S. and U.K.
editors, and the right partners in Japan.”
The time he spent with the Tokyo-based
Sunmark Publishing team in New York
convinced him that they had the patience
and determination to make The Life-
Changing Magic of Tidying: A Simple Effec-
tive Way to Banish Clutter Forever, Marie
Kondo's bestselling self-help book on
decluttering and the organization of per-
sonal space, work in those markets.
And worked it has: in Japan (where
tight living spaces tend to be tidy and or-

SASQUATCH BOOKS
OUT-OF-PRINT
NOTIFICATION

Sasquatch Books has
declared a list of titles
Qut-of-Print, effective
9/1/14. These titles may be
returned for full credit
within the next 180 days.

The complete list is available at
www.sasquatchbooks.com
Returns for these titles must be
received by February 28, 2015.
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derly), The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying
is now in its 55th printing and has racked
up sales exceeding 1.5 million copies.
Translations are now available in Chinese,
German, and Korean, and rights have
been licensed to a dozen more countries,
including Brazil, Denmark, France, Italy,
the Netherlands, Poland, and Turkey.

Gudovitz has handled thousands of
titles during his 20 years in the industry,
and he’s amazed at the book’s impact: “I
have never before had editors—even
founders and presidents of publishing
houses—write to me saying that they
used a particular book to change the way
they live.”

Lisa Westmoreland, senior editor at
Ten Speed Press, for instance, found her-
self identifying deeply with the trials and
tribulations that the author’s clients
went through trying to downsize their
possessions. “Most importantly, having
just gone through a massive decluttering
exercise myself, I realized that I had been
doing it all wrong. It was an ‘aha’ mo-
ment,” she said, adding that “America is
a nation of hoarders, and we are probably
all doing it wrong. This book [holds] the
key to a new way of going through our
belongings: 74i ni, which means ‘to tidy
them all in one go.””

Westmoreland reports that the book’s
design was also guided by i&ki ni: “Rath-
er than giving it a utilitarian paperback
treatment, we have a tidy and pleasing
little hardcover, and instead of printing
a ‘copies sold’ burst directly on the cover
for its September launch, we went fora
sticker so that readers can peel off that
extra clutter.”

In the U.K., publishing director Su-
sanna Abbott of Vermillion’s colleagues
have been sending her photos of their
transformed living spaces, and a typeset-
ter confessed that he was finally able to
let go of his mother’s possessions and
come to terms with her death. “Marie
Kondo will motivate you to declutter
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your home and make it surprisingly easy
to get rid of all the things you don’t re-
ally like or need,” noted Abbot.

Gudovitz says that, in addition to the
books's ability to grab editors’ attention
from the get-go, the English translation
has been the key to its success. “The Sun-
mark team realized, that in order for
their title to succeed internationally, they
need a professional translator with native
English—and that is the primary and
crucial element,” he said, “The transla-
tion must be pristine when it is first pre-
sented to the American and British edi-
tors. Fair or not, these editors have lictle
to no patience with an imperfect transla-
tion since substantially editing or rewrit-
ing a-trapslation is not a part of their
program.”

Gudovitz says the book’s triumph in
English markets is particularly impres-
sive because there is “virtually nothing
in the self-help category from interna-
tional authors, especially from Asia-Pa-
cific authors.” Gudovitz is currently
working on Kondo’s follow-up titles and
other Sunmark bestsellers such as Yoshi-
nori Nagumo's Being Hungry Makes You
Healthy, and Kyocera founder and chair-
man Kazuo Inamori's The Kyocera Phi-
losophy.

“The success of Marie Kondo’s book,”
Gudovitz said, “hopefully will help to
correct the imbalance and do for interna-
tional self-help and nonfiction what
Stieg Larsson has done for international

commercial fiction.” —Teri Tan
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