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What is happiness?
What’s the point of living the way I do, day in and day out?
Two thousand six hundred years ago, in his youth Buddha (Sakyamuni) 
had the same nagging questions that we do today.
He never avoided them or gave up the search for answers, but devoted 
himself earnestly to discovering the meaning of life.
That search is the starting point of Buddhism.
Precisely because he agonized more than others, Buddha also attained a 
happiness greater than that of anyone else.
In our desire to live with strength and good cheer, the life of Buddha is 
sure to provide invaluable insight.
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Some 2,600 years ago, 
near the present-day 

border between Nepal 
and India there was a 

great city called  
Kapilavastu, capital of 

the Sakya kingdom.

Everybody 
move!

Clear the way!
The king and the 
crown prince are 

coming by.

Move, 
move!

Ow!

Don’t have 
to be so 
rough …

Hey, aren’t 
you Assaji?

Eh?

Sites in the Life of Buddha

Indus River

The Ganges

Nirañjanā River

Kośala

Magadha

Gandhāra

Śrāvastī / 
Jetavana-vihāra

Sārnāth
 [Deer Park]

Bodhgayā
(attained Buddhahood)

Kapilavastu

Rājagṛha

Lumbini Park (born)
Kuśinagara (died)
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Well if it 
isn’t Udda!

Long time 
no see.

Still no job, 
a lady of 

leisure, eh?

Oh, be quiet.

But I see you 
work in the 
palace now.

That’s right. 
I’m in the 
service of 

Prince 
Siddhartha.

Prince 
Siddhartha … Someday 

he’ll be king 
and rule the 

land.

My future is 
set!

Anyway, 
I’ve got to 

get back to 
work.

See you!

Don’t live off 
your parents 

forever, 
now!

Humph!
A young man 

who was 
raised in the 
Kapilavastu 
Palace later 
became the 

Buddha.

But at this point 
he was still only 

a youth full of 
questions, 
wondering 

about the pur-
pose of life.

His name was 
Siddhartha, and 

he was the 
crown prince.


